ST AUSTIN'’S PARISH NEWSLETTER
Address: 82 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford, ST 17 4AW

Telephone: 01785 223553
Email: staustin.stafford@rcaob.org.uk
Facebook: St. Austin’s, Stafford
Parish Website: catholicstafford.org.uk
Diocesan Website: www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk

Parish Priest: Canon Michael Neylon
Priest in Residence: Canon John Carlyle

Parish Safeguarding Representative: Mrs. Sue Kelly.

Email: sg.staustin.stafford@rcaob.org.uk

The Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No 234216

Sunday 23" August 2026 | 21t Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass Book: Page 120 | Sunday Cycle: Year A | Psalter: Week | | Weekday Cycle: Year 2

Saturday 22nd 5.00 p.m. Vigil Mass of Sunday Private Intention

Sunday 23rd 11.00 a.m. 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time | M. & T. Szendroi
Monday 24t 10.00 a.m. St. Bartholomew George Grantham
Tuesday 25t 10.00 a.m. Feria Joan Parton
Wednesday26th | 12.00 Noon Blessed Dominic Barberi Paul McGrath

Thursday 27t 10.00 a.m. St. Monica Deacon David McCarroll
Friday 28t 12.00 Noon. St. Augustine of Hippo People of the Parish
Saturday 29t 5.00 p.m. Vigil Mass of Sunday Daniel Cooney

Sunday 30th 11.00 a.m. 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time | Joe Conn

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEK: GIFT AID: £273.00. LOOSE: £331.00. Mission Appeal: £673.00

OUR PARISH SCHOOLS CATHOLIC STAFFORD

Blessed Mother Teresa of Kolkata Primary
Somerset Road, Stafford, ST17 9UZ
Telephone: 01785 413276
Website: www.blessedmotherteresas.staffs.sch.uk
St. Austin’s Primary
Garden Street, Stafford, ST17 4BT
Telephone: 01785 413277
Website www.st-austins.org.uk
Blessed William Howard High School
Rowley Avenue, Stafford, ST 17 9AB
Telephone: 01785 244236
Website: www.bwh.staffs.sch.uk

St. Anne’s: Parish Priest: Fr. Robert Devaney
Lynton Avenue, Stafford, ST17 OEA
Telephone: 01785 661012
Email: stannestpatrick.stafford@rcaob.org.uk
Website: www.st-annes-st.org.uk
Saturday Vigil Mass: 6.00pm
Sunday Mass: 10.00am
St. Patrick’s: Served from St Anne’s
48 Sandon Road, Stafford, ST 16 3HF
Email: stannestpatrick.stafford@rcaob.org.uk
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4.00pm
Sunday Mass: 9.00am

Diocesan Prayer for Vocations

WHEN
CALLS, Heavenly Father, we ask you to send labourers into
WILL YOU your harvest. Inspire, in the hearts of your people,
ANSWER? vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, religious and
j married life. Bless our families with a spirit of
generosity, so that those whom you call have the
y | X courage to give themselves to your Church in faith.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen

We remember those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Achilles
Sammutt, Esther Mulcahy, Daniel Cooney, Calvert Buckle, Helen Boon, John McDonagh, Edward Sandy, Patricia
Ward, Emily Taylor, Oswald Dowd, Adrian Kehoe, Margaret Godwin, Andrew Petrini, Donald Shirley, Charles
Rothwell, James Ross, Harry Blakeman, Herbert Corrin, Ethel Wise, Alma Adams, Marie Rothwell, William
Campbell, Thomas MclIntyre, Eleanor Birtley, David McCarroll, Madge Twoney, Ellen Cox, Donal Woods, Gertrude
Simpson, Elsie Pritchard, Arthur Howarth, Kathleen Lawlor, Gilbert Henegan, Margaret Parry, George Ward, Pamela
Emery, Alan Conin, Gladys Champion, Barbara Drummond, Jan Orzel, Fr. Patrick Branagan, Fr. Peter Blundell, Fr.
Francis Rowe, Mgr. Richard Foster, Deacon Peter Kilgallon, Fr. James Downey, Deacon David McCarroll, Fr. Isaac
Swain, Mgr. Canon Laurence Emery, Canon Laurence Hogarty, Fr. Francis Toole.




Welcome: A warm welcome to all as we gather in faith to
celebrate the Solemnity of 21 Sunday in Ordinary Time.

Annual Novena: The Annual Novena to pray for the
canonisation of Blessed Dominic Barberi continues this
week and concludes on Wednesday, his Feast Day.

Recently Deceased: Please pray for Michael Kelly whose
Funeral Service is at Stafford Crematorium on Tuesday
25t August at 10.00 a.m. May God grant him eternal rest.

Patronal Feast: Friday next is the Feast of St. Augustine of
Hippo, the Patron Saint of our Parish. The Midday Mass
will be offered for the People of the Parish and all will be
welcome in the Parish Room after Mass for refreshments.

Holy Hour: There is a Holy Hour on Saturdays with
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and opportunities for
the Sacrament of Reconciliation from 10.00 a.m. to 11.00
a.m. All are welcome.

Brushstrokes Request: Brushstrokes are in need of casual
men’s clothing and shoes for children age 6 to 13. If you
have any donations, please bring them into church and we
will get them to Brushstrokes.

Trustee and Volunteer Opportunities: The Archdiocese of
Birmingham is seeking practising Catholics with
professional experience to serve as Trustees and
committee members, particularly in safeguarding,
property, governance, heritage and the work of
Harvington Hall. See the notice on the board in the porch
for more details.

Exam Results: Congratulations to the Blessed William
Howard Catholic High School Students who received great
Alevel and GCSE Results in the past weeks. Grateful thanks
to their teachers, staff, and parents for their support.

Visit of Apostolic Nuncio: Archbishop Miguel Maury
Buendia is paying a Pastoral Visit to the Archdiocese in
September. He will be the Main Celebrant at the Annual
Mass at the Shrine of the English Martyrs in Harvington
Hall on Sunday 6" September. Priests will be available for
Confessions from 1.45 p.m. to 2.30 p.m. See the poster on
the board in the porch for more details.

He will be visiting Bishop Timothy’s Pastoral Area on
Tuesday 8t September. Details will follow later.

Camino Walk: Martin Sullivan from the Parish will be
taking his third Camino de Santiago Pilgrimage in Northern
Spain from the 2" to the 7*" September.

He is using this Pilgrimage to raise funds for Blood Cancer
UK, in memory of a walking companion friend of his who
sadly lost her battle with this disease earlier this year.

If you would like to support Martin with a donation, go to
Justgiving.com and search for “Graeme and Martin’s
fundraiser for Blood Cancer UK

Piety Room: The Piety Room has been restocked
recently with a variety of items to suit many tastes:
Mass Cards, Rosaries, Statues, Crucifixes, and gift
items. Your support is always appreciated.

Rosary Prayer Group: All are welcome at the Rosary
Prayer Group who meet on Monday at 2.00 p.m. in
the Chapel of St. Joseph’s Convent Nursing Home.

Christian Food Help: We thank all our donors and
volunteers for their continuous and generous
support. 1491 food parcels were delivered in July.
As you consider what donations to make, be aware
that a typical family food parcel will include pasta,
tinned meals, tinned vegetables, tinned soup,
beans, tinned puddings, tea, milk & cereal. Many
thanks for your continuous and generous support.

Message from Christian Food Help: “We are always
looking for more volunteers, especially anybody who
would be able to deliver food parcels to local
organisations on weekdays. Please contact
christianfoodhelp@gmail.com if you can help.

Missio Mission Boxes: A big thank you to all who
support the work of Missio with Red Mission Boxes.
Our parish organiser, Fiona lJinks, would be very
grateful for any remaining boxes to be brought to
the church as soon as possible.

Message from Bishops’ Conference: The Terminally
Il adults (End Life Bill) will have its Second Reading
and vote on Friday 11th September. Our clear
principled objection to this Bill remains and we
renew our call for Catholics and people of goodwill
to unite in prayer and compassionate action.
Archbishop Richard Moth, President of the Bishops’
Conference explains our strong opposition.

“The Bill which aims to legalise assisted suicide is
wrong in principle. It is also deeply flawed and, if
passed, could lead to vulnerable people feeling
pressured into ending their lives.

The Bill has a serious lack of protection for health
and social care staff and risks putting wonderful
hospices and care homes in the position of being no
longer able to operate.

| urge you to write to your Members of Parliament
to petition them to vote against the Bill at Second
Reading.” For further information & resources see:
cbcew.org/opposing-assisted-suicide
righttolife.otg.uk/Septllvote

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdioceses policies & procedures at
all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mrs Sue Kelly. They can be contacted at: sg.staustin.stafford@rcaob.org.uk or
alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
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