
  

      
On the archdiocese website there is a standing order and gift aid form for parishioners so they can transform the way they 
donate. Please direct any such enquiries to:  https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/pages/FAQS?category/finance-
resources      
           
 
 
 
 

WEEKLY     NEWSLETTER           Sunday 15 March 2026 
St. Anne’s Catholic Church 
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Parish Administrator: Father Robert Devaney - Parish Secretary: Marie Badger 
Deacon: Rev. Michael Horsnall 

The parishes are part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham. Registered Charity No.234216 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Laetare Sunday) 
ST. ANNE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL                                
Lynton Avenue, ST17 0EA 
Telephone:   01785 663128   Fax:   01785 662987 
Email:   office@st-annes-weepingcross.staffs.sch.uk                  
Executive Head:    Mrs K Bennett 

ST. PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Marston Road, ST16 3BT      
Telephone: 01785 413275   
Email:  
Principal:   Mr. M. Brandon 

Day Date Mass Time Church Liturgical Day Mass Intention 
Sat 14th    4.00 pm  

6.00 pm 
St Patrick’s 
St Anne’s                  

Vigil 
 

People of the Parish 
In Thanksgiving (MLD) 

Sun 15th     9.00 am 
10.00 am  

St Patrick’s  
St Anne’s                    

Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday) Mgr John Heslin RIP 
Sheila Hird RIP 

Mon 16th    9.30 am St Anne’s                                                                                                                  Lent Feria                    For the intentions of 
Anna 

Tue 17th    9.30 am St Patrick’s St Patrick                                                 Patronal  Feast  Johnson Benefactors 
Wed 18th    10:00am   St Anne’s                    Communion Service                       Lent Feria  

Thu 19th     9.30 am St Patrick’s  St Joseph                                          Solemnity  Holy Souls 

Fri 20th    9.15am 
6.30 pm  

St Anne’s   
St Anne’s                 

                                                          Lent Feria 
Stations of The Cross 

For Intentions of JB 

Sat 21st   
 

           

10.00 am  
4.00 pm      
6.00 pm 

St Anne’s             
St Patrick’s 
St Anne’s 

Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham 
Vigil 
                                                         

All Expectant Mothers 
Jean Pettit RIP 
James Behan RIP 

Sun 22nd  9:00am    
10:00am             

St Patrick’s  
St Anne’s           

 Fifth Sunday of Lent  People of the Parish  
The Shammas Family 

Prayers for the sick: [St Patrick’s:] Susan Prince, Gregory McKinlay, Linda Reavy, Rebecca Kilkenny, Graham 
Burningham, Matty Fury, Mark Douglas. [ St Anne’s:] Thomas McCormick, Patsy Connelly Smith, Andrea Hulse, 
Winifred Meehan, Georgina Copp, Marie Geal, Molly Hukin, Nick Harrison, Neve Collins. 
Prayers for the departed loved ones whose anniversaries occur at this time: [St. Patrick’s]   Giovanni Sansa, John 
Percy, Rosa Garbolotto, Robet Askey, Olive Cooper, John Shalloe, Jean Armstrong, Arthur Lake, Anthony Parton, 
Barbara Bayley, Kevin Walsh, Ann Nowakowski, Charlotte Millward, James Robinson, George Ball, Stephen O’Rourke, 
Gertrude Currin. [St Anne’s] John Bromley, Cecile Chevallier, Thomas Clarke, Patrick Coffey, Maisie Murtagh, Frank 
Sweeney, Pip Gibson, Alfreda Gray, John Kay, Arthur Lanburta, Francis McAuliffe, Sheila Hird, Gillian Holmes, Zoe 
Featherstone, Jim Behan, Alice Cunningham, Peter Farenden, Don Purcell, Anita Sandy, Helena Joret, Lucy 
Thomason. 
Income 8/3/26 Source Gift Aid Non-Gift Aid Standing Order Total Attendance 
St Anne’s             
St Patrick’s  

Offertory              
Offertory  

£95.00 
£97.50 

£203.52 
£287.68 

£408.25                
£152.16 

£706.77 
£537.34 

Sat 64   Sun 132 
Sat 85   Sun 94 

  

 
 
Parish Tote 150 Club 
 
Thank you for your support.  A lot of numbers are available at £4 per number per month.  Further details from 
Marie (parish secretary) on 01785 661012.         
 
Gift Aid   If anyone wishes to make a commitment; whether weekly, fortnightly, monthly or annually, 
it would make such a difference. You remain in control for as long as you want. Switching your giving 
via Standing Order mandate would be a great help also.                         
Information cards [gift-aid it] can be found at the back of the churches for any parishioners who are not in the gift aid 
scheme. The cards explain how the system works (at no extra expense for the doner) and provide information as to 
how you can be part of the scheme. It is a simple, free and effective way to help our parishes increase our funds. Do 
consider this if you are not already gift-aiding.  Many Thanks 
 
Last weekend’s Second Collection for Cathedral Maintenance    St Anne’s £295.51    St Patrick’s £144.40   Thank you. 
 
Future Second Collections            3rd April            Holy Places 
                                                            26th April          Clergy Training Fund 
                                                                                          
The Drop-in Group       Do Come and join us on Wednesdays in the Meeting Room after the St Anne’s 
10 am Communion Service.  All Welcome.     
 
Refreshments after Mass: Join us after the 10:00am Sunday Morning Mass for tea and coffee in St Anne’s Hall.  Many 
thanks to those who prepare this valuable facility. More volunteers always welcome. 
 
St Anne’s Choir 
At present we have no formal choir and lack a choir leader and an organist.  Music plays an important part in 
our   liturgy and enhances our worship.  If you would be able to help with the music in any way please would 
you contact Fr Bob. [The choir meets in church at 7pm (Tue) on particular dates so keep an eye out for the 
next one. If anyone would like to pop in we will be going through the hymns for the next few weeks]. 
    
Exposition and Holy Hour: There is Exposition and Holy Hour, including opportunity for the sacrament 
of reconciliation, at St Anne’s: From 10:00am until 11:00am. This is offered every Saturday, except the 
third Saturday of the month, upon which the Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham will be celebrated.                                                                                                                             
 
* SAFEGUARDING       The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and 
the National and Archdioceses policies & pocedures at all times. Our St Anne’s Parish Safeguarding 
Representative is Ann Kelly and can be contacted at   sg.stanne.stafford@rcaob.org.uk.  Our St 
Patrick’s Safeguarding Representative is Geraldine Thickett   and can be contacted at   
sg.stpatrick.stafford@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be 
contacted on 0121 230 6240 safeguarding@   rcaob.org.uk  if you have any concern. 
 
 
CHRISTIAN FOOD HELP: Due to the ever-increasing problem of food poverty, nationally and locally 
within many families, there is a continual need for donations. At the back of each church we have clearly 
marked boxes for your donations of food items. Please deposit them in the back of each church in the 
clearly marked boxes.                                                                        Many Thanks 
 
St Patrick’s Eucharistic Ministry.  St. Patrick’s Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, ROTA: This 
covers both Saturday Evening and Sunday Morning. If you are an extraordinary minister and would like to be 
included in the rota, please contact Angela Russell (07765560153) or Fr Bob; please confirm which weekend 
mass you would be able to assist at.  Also, if you are not yet a Eucharistic minister and may have thought of 
becoming one, please do give it thought and have a word with Fr. Bob. Full training would be given.       
   
 
 



  

 
New to the Parish?  If you are new to either of the parishes of St Anne or St Patrick you are very welcome. 
Please let Fr Bob know (on 01785 661012 OR stannestpatrick.stafford@rcaob.org.uk) There are 
numerous aspects of our parish life that might be of interest to you.  We hope that you will feel ‘at home’ 
within our parish community.  
 
YOUTH CONNECT: Our regular youth activity now meets monthly at St Anne’s; the FIRST Monday of the 
month [6:00PM TO 8:00PM] (for school years 5 – 9] FREE PIZZA, SPORTS AND GAMES, FRIENDSHIP, 
BELONG, PRAYER, WORSHIP. So if anyone would like to become involved in any way or wishes to join our 
Youth Ministry Team please contact Fr. Bob on 01785 661012  
[PLEASE SEE POSTER IN THE CHURCH PORCH] [Please note that letters to parents, together with consent 
forms are in the parish office – just contact Fr. Bob or the secretary Marie] * (Activity open to those 
from Year 5 to Year 9)  
 
ST ANNE’S PLAYGROUP 
Our playgroup runs in St Anne’s Church Hall every Friday morning (school terms) 9:15 am -
11:00am, [for ages 0 – 5 years old]. 
It is a chance to connect with other parents and bring your little one for nursery rhymes, 
sensory play, books and more. £2 per child, snack included and tea or coffee for carers. 
Volunteers to support us would be most welcome (where the usual application procedures apply). 
This is a Catholic Stafford initiative so it’s for all parishes. Please contact: 
stannestpatrick.stafford@rcaob.org.uk 01785661012 OR Letalya 07848893395 

 
St Patrick’s Cleaning Rota 
We will need to create a new Cleaning Rota for March onwards: 
Would you like to be part of the cleaning rota at St Patricks?  We work in groups of 3-
4 and the rotation is approximately every two months.  The groups agree a time to fit 
around their personal/work lives and this is usually up to a couple of hours. 
Please contact Claire or Cathy or Fr. Bob if you think you could spare some time 
every couple of months                                                 Many thanks in advance. 
 
Catholic Stafford. 
The India group at St Austin’s are serving a soup and a roll lunch after midday Mass 
on Fridays during Lent.   
All the money raised goes to support the work of Mary Ward Social Centre Kolkata 
formerly Loreto Sealdah. 
 
Raffle tickets will be on sale after Mass at St Anne’s on the next two weekends for 
CAFOD.  It will be drawn on Easter Sunday.  £1 per strip 
 
 
Lent Event: We are showing six selected episodes of Season 5 of the acclaimed series 
of “The Chosen” during the Mondays of Lent, finishing on 30th March. These gatherings 
will be in St Anne’s Church Hall starting from 7pm. (Light refreshments will be 
included). It is hoped that the episodes and meetings will provide an opportunity for us to 
focus on Jesus’ final days as He faces His arrest. There’ll be time for sharing thoughts 
following each episode. {Anyone offering to help set up the hall just before the start would 
be very welcome}.          Fr. Bob 
 
 

  

 
Stations of the Cross are held every Friday in St Anne’s at 6:30pm. 

 
 
Catholic Stafford Website: Our new website now incorporates all three Stafford parishes. The 
URL is https://catholicstafford.org.uk.  
 
EASTER VIGIL for Catholic Stafford 2026 
At present we are in the fortunate position of having three priests ministering within our three 
parishes. This will allow us to celebrate the services of Holy Week in each of the parishes as we 
did last year and in 2024. However, this year it is intended to hold the Saturday Easter Vigil in St 
Austin’s only. This is because it is the mother parish within the cluster, and because it is 
recommended that such an important and central liturgy be celebrated worthily and in such a 
manner as to be the central focus of our Stafford cluster. It will provide the opportunity of 
including St Patrick’s and St Anne’s parishioners, some of whom might wish to offer their gifts and 
ministry to the Vigil liturgy, whether serving, singing or as a reader. In my discussion with Canon 
Michael and Canon John it was agreed that since the Easter Vigil requires much preparation, there 
is ample scope for parishioners of all three parishes to come together and share this most 
beautiful celebration that draws us into the heart of Christ’s Paschal Mystery. I would invite any 
parishioners of St Anne’s and St Patrick’s who would like to assist and share in a particular area to 
approach me.                     Many thanks for your understanding.  Fr. Bob, Canon Michael and Canon 
John. 
 
LOOKING FORWARD TO HOLY WEEK:  So that we can have our Holy Week Liturgy (Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper and Good Friday) organised in good time this year, you will notice sheets at the back 
of Church for those who can help in various ways; including serving, flower arranging, altar 
preparation, feet washing, music assistance, lighting control, etc.  
Please think about how you might offer yourself in whatever way that suits you, bearing in 
mind that this is the most important and central week within the life of the Church. 
[This could be an opportunity for St Patrick’s to create a choir and musicians maybe?]  
 
Holy Week Timings:  7:30pm:   Mass of the Lord’s Supper            [All churches] 
Triduum          3:00pm  Good Friday Liturgy               [All churches] 
          8:00pm  The Easter Vigil             * [St Austin’s] 
 
Young Discerners Group   “What are you seeking?”  John 1:38 
Young men in School Years 9-13 who want to explore a vocation to the Catholic priesthood are invited to 
St Mary’s College, Oscott in Birmingham on Saturday 9th May 2026, 10:30am – 4:00pm. Please see details 
at the back of Church or contact Deacon Owen Gresty at deacon.owen@vocations.org.uk  (0121 321 5135) 
FREE OF CHARGE BUT BOOKING ESSENTIAL 
 
MOTHERING SUNDAY – Please collect your flowers after Mass. Our grateful thanks to Emery’s Funeral 
Service for their very kind donation of so many daffodils to our parishes. 


